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By Paying Attention to What is Really Happening Around Us, We Can Attain 

Yiras Shomayim!       

 

›› The Tochacha – A Means For Growth!            

The verse in our Parshah (26:36) states: “And those of 
you who survive I will bring fear in their hearts in the lands 
of their enemies, and the sound of a rustling leaf will 
pursue them. They will flee as one flees the sword, and 
they will fall, but there will be no pursuer.” 

The Sifra (Bechukosai 2:7) relates the following story: 
Rebbe Yehoshua ben Korcha related: We once were siting 
between the trees and the wind blew and shook the 
branches against each other. We got up and ran and said, 
“Woe is to us! Perhaps the enemy is nearing us!” After 
some time, we looked behind us and saw there was no 
one there. We returned to sit in our place, and we cried 
and said, “Woe is to us that the verse “the sound of a 
rustling leaf will pursue them” was fulfilled with us. 

The Alter of Kelm says that we can learn from this a 
tremendous lesson about the difference between the 
generations. He says: Consider this amazing thing. If a 
person is scared by something mistakenly, would anyone 
immediately think of the verse of rebuke “the sound of a 
rustling leaf shall pursue them”? Most would just be 
annoyed that they got scared for no reason. But these 
wise men learned a profound insight from this occurrence 
and were greatly aroused and cried. 

He continues: Why does it stress that “we returned to 
sit in our place and cried”? This is in order to stress that 
they set themselves down to cry – like judges setting 
themselves down to judge. Look and see what an 
impression this made on them and how much insight they 
gained from it. On the other hand, if such an occurrence 
happened to a fool, he would gain nothing from it.  

These great men were aroused by this simple 
occurrence and sat down to internalize it so that it would 
never be removed from their hearts.  

›› The Power of a Small Effort!             

Someone one can merit salvation as a 
result of a seemingly small effort. We find this 

idea in the story of Hashem’s revelation to Moshe Rabenu 
in Parshas Shemos. It says (Shemos 3:4) that Hashem saw 
that Moshe turned to see the burning bush, and He called 
to him from the bush. We see that Moshe merited this 
revelation, which was the beginning of the redemption, 
because he turned to look.    

The Medrash (Shemos Rabbah 86:2) relates: Rav 
Yochanon says that Moshe walked five steps, Reish 
Lakish says that he just turned his face and looked. He 
only did a very small action, but everything depended on 
this small amount of effort.   

Chazal further state (ibid 83:3) that if Moshe hadn’t 
redeemed Klal Yisroel, no one would have and they would 
have never been redeemed. Thus, the entire redemption 
depended on whether or not Moshe would turn his head. 
If he hadn’t done so, we would have never been saved. 
This truly shows how powerful an effect one small effort 
can have.  

The Gemara in Sotah (46B) relates how the sons of 
Efraim went to conquer the city of Beis E-l. They could not 
find entrance to the city and: “They saw a man come forth 
out of the city, and they said unto him, ‘Show us the 
entrance into the city, and we will deal kindly with you.’ 
And he showed them the entrance into the city. What was 
the kindness they did to him? They slew the whole of the 
city with the sword, but let that man and his family go. 
And the man went into the land of the Chittim and built a 
city, and called the name thereof Luz, which is its name 
until this day.”  

The Gemara continues: “That is the Luz in which they 
dye the blue wool. That is the Luz against which 
Sancherev marched without disturbing it, against which 
Nevuchadnetzar marched without destroying it, and even 
the Angel of Death has no permission to pass through it, 

but when the old men there become tired of 
life they go outside the wall and then die.” 

The Gemara says: “Is this not a kal 
v’chomer? If this Canaanite, who did not utter 
a word or walk a step caused great salvation 
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to come to himself and his descendants until the end of 
all generations, how much more so he who performs an 
act of a mitzvah and puts forth an effort to do it. This 
teaches us the great reward for every small action.” From 
this Gemara, we again see how Hashem values every 
small act of goodness and how much power every effort 
has.  

The same concept is found in regards to Miriam. The 
Gemara (Sotah 9B) says: “Miriam waited one hour for 
Moshe, as it is stated: ‘And his sister stood from afar.’ 
Therefore, Yisroel delayed for her seven days in the 
wilderness, as it is stated: ‘And the people 
did not journey until Miriam was brought 
in again.” She received tremendous honor 
– the entire nation waited for her – 
because of this act.  

The Mechilta (Sifri Beha’aloscha Piska 
48) adds: “Miriam waited one hour for 
Moshe. Therefore, it was delayed for her 
the Shechinah, the Aron, the Kohanim, 
Leviim and Yisroel and the seven clouds of 
glory.” Both the upper and lower worlds, 
the Divine Presence and the entire nation 
stood still waiting in Miriam’s honor, all in 
the merit of the short time she waited for 
Moshe.  

The Sefarim Hakedoshim add that she 
also merited the “be’er” as reward for this 
action. Tosfos in Sotah (11A D.H. Miriam) 
says that she actually did not even wait 
one full hour. She actually only waited a 
third or a quarter of an hour.  

It would seem that Miriam only did the 
natural thing. Her baby brother was 
floating in a raft on the water and she 
merely waited to see what would happen 
to him. Still and all, she merited receiving 
this amazing reward for her small deed. 
Again, we see how we cannot fathom the 
awesome value of every small act of 
performing a mitzvah.  

›› “Paying Attention” is The Source of 
Yiras Shomayim! !            

The Imrei Emes (cited in Likutim, page 
250) dwells on the verbiage of the verses about the 
plague of hail. He notes that the verse begins with the 
words: “He who feared the word of Hashem drove his 
servants” and ends with the words: “But he who did not 
pay attention to the word of Hashem left his servants.” 
He explains that the Torah is teaching us that “he who 
does not pay attention” is, in fact, the same as “he who 
does not fear Hashem.”  

This is because “paying attention” and engaging in 

contemplation is the way to reach true fear of Hashem. If 
one looks at “natural” occurrences and pays enough 
attention to recognize that they are from Hashem, he will 
come to have yiras shomayim.   

The Medrash (Koheles Rabbah 1:3) relates a story 
about how Rebbe Eliezer and Rebbe Yehoshua were on a 
boat at sea and they came to a place where the water was 
not moving. Rebbe Eliezer told Rebbe Yehoshua, “We 
only came here to make an experiment.” They filled a 
cask with water from this place. When they reached 
Rome, they were asked by the Emperor: “How about the 

water of the ocean (how is it that all the 
streams flow into the ocean and yet it does 
not overflow)?” They replied: “The water 
of the ocean swallows up the other 
water.” The Emperor said he didn’t believe 
them and told them to prove it to him.  
They filled a bottle with water and poured 
the ocean water over it, and the latter 
absorbed the former. 

This story is also in Shemos Rabbah 
(13:9). The Yafa To’ar explains the words 
“we only came here for an experiment” by 
saying: “In their righteousness, they 
believed that everything is done for a 
reason. Everything is an experiment and a 
test to learn something from.”   

›› Is Someone Who Lives With 
“Happenstance” Cruel or Heretical?              

The verses in our Parshah (26:23) speak 
very harshly about those who “walk with 
Me with happenstance.” 

The holy Ohr Hachaim explains 
“walking with happenstance” to mean not 
realizing that the punishments we receive 
are in retribution for our sins. The 
punishments are sent in a way that they 
are reminiscent of our sins because they 
are meant to arouse our hearts to 
understand why we are being punished. 
But if we continue to blame the 
punishments on “happenstance”, then 
Hashem tells us that He will act with us 
with “happenstance”, and He will punish 

us in manners that have no connection to our sins, such 
as war, besiegement, hunger and falling into the hands of 
enemies.  

This seems to be the source of the Rambam (Hilchos 
Tainios 1:1 and 3): “It is a positive Torah commandment to 
cry out and to sound trumpets in the event of any 
difficulty that arises which affects the community…but if 
people fail to cry out and sound the trumpets, and instead 
say: ‘What happened to us is merely a natural 
phenomenon and this difficulty is merely a chance 
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occurrence’ this is a cruel conception of things and causes 
them to cling to their wicked ways. Thus, this distress will 
lead to further distresses. This is seen in the Torah: ‘If you 
walk with me with happenstance…I will walk with you 
with happenstance’, meaning when I bring difficulties 
upon you so that you shall repent and you say it is a 
happenstance, I will add an expression of vengeance for 
that indifference.”  

Rav Avrohom Grodzinsky zt”l, Menahel of Yeshivas 
Slobodka asks (in his Sefer Toras Avrohom) why the 
Rambam refers to one who looks at occurrences that 
befall him as happenstance as a “cruel” person. It would 
seem to be more understandable to refer to this person 
as a denier or heretic because he fails to recognize Divine 
rule over every aspect of this world. But why is he 
considered cruel?  

He answers by asserting that it is certainly true that 
such a person’s attitude stems from a lack of faith in 
Hashem. However, the Rambam also wants to reveal to 
us a truism about the inner essence of this man. Not only 
does this man lack faith, he also is a cruel person. He is 
cruel to himself by stubbornly ignoring the clear signs 
sent to him by Hashem in the form of punishments and 
suffering. Hashem sends these punishments to convince 
him to change his ways so that He can lighten his 
suffering, but he chooses to disregard these clear signs 
by blaming them on coincidence. In this way, he 
condemns himself to more suffering, and this is 
considering exceedingly cruel.  

For this reason, the navi (Hoshea 14:2) declared: 
“Return Yisroel to Hashem, your G-d, because you 
stumbled with your sins.” He was teaching us that if we 
occasionally stumble and fall, we should not look for 
“natural” excuses. Rather, we should assume that the 
cause of our fall was our sins. In order to do teshuva, we 
first must accept the fact that we did sin and that is the 
cause of our suffering and problems in this world. In order 
to remove the suffering, we must remove the sin. To do 
that, we must recognize that the sin is the cause of the 
suffering.  

In Megillas Eicha (Perek 3), Yirmiyahu bemoans his 
plight and describes his suffering in great detail. He then 
proclaims: “Let us examine our ways and look into them 
and return to Hashem.” After detailing all of his 
afflictions, he makes a declaration about examining our 
ways and doing teshuva.  

This is very understandable from the words of Chazal 
(Brachos 5A), who tell us that if someone is beset with 
suffering, he should examine his ways. Thus, the suffering 
is sent to a person to inform him that his way of life needs 
improving and that he must do teshuva and rectify 
himself.  

This is also clearly stated by Rabenu Yona (Sharei 
Teshiva 2:2), who says that when a person is hit with 

suffering, he should assume that they were sent to him as 
a result of his sins and he should take this as a reminder 
to do teshuva and return to Hashem.  

›› What Did Dovid do With The Sheep That He 
Saved From a Lion?            

The pasuk relates (I Shmuel 17:34-36) that Dovid told 
Shaul that he was strong and powerful enough to fight 
and defeat Golias and he proved this by relating that he 
had saved a sheep by killing a bear and a lion that were 
attacking it.  

Sefer Toldos Odom (Perek 9) quotes the Vilna Gaon as 
saying that he told him that he saved “this sheep”. He 
explains that after Dovid saved the sheep from the bear 
and lion, he slaughtered the sheep and made it into a 
garment. He wore this garment to remind himself about 
how Hashem had helped him. When he told Shaul about 
it, he pointed to his garment and said that he was wearing 
that sheep right now.  

Rav Yaakov Meir Schechter shlita (Sefer Leket 
Amarim) explains that Dovid’s strength came as a result 
of his perfect emunah and belief that everything that ever 
occurred to him came from Hashem. He kept this in mind 
when he thought about the miracle that had happened to 
him.  

The Medrash says that he actually saved the sheep 
from four lions and three bears that had grabbed it away 
from the herd. He chased after them and miraculously 
succeeded in overpowering the wild animals. When this 
happened, he recognized that Hashem had been the 
force that allowed him to have this supernatural strength. 
He knew that it was not coincidence or a natural 
occurrence. It was Hashem guiding him to reach the 
outcome he desired.   

The Mechilta adds (Beshalach 5:2) that Dovid thought 
to himself that if Hashem saved him from wild bears and 
lions, it might be because a time might arise in the future 
when he would be needed to save Klal Yisroel from 
danger.  

In order to ensure that he never forgot this 
occurrence, he made the sheep into a garment and wore 
it at all times. It reminded him that everything that 
happens is from Hashem and that, no matter how strong 
and powerful he become, he should never think that he is 
the cause of his successes. Rather, he was simply waiting 
for the time when he would be needed to save Klal Yisroel 
and to glorify Hashem’s name.  

Finally, the time came when Golias threatened the 
nation. With the strength of his emunah, Dovid defeated 
him and returned the honor of Hashem, as is related in 
Neviim.  


